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PROM PAR and the corona virus
How to deal in times of change and crisis?
We have all had a small taste of this over the past months, where the
corona virus have marched through Europe. Our societies have put in
emergency procedures to deal with the affected and ill, and we have all
felt the consequences very practically on our own lives. We have been
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restricted in movement and face to face social interaction, we have had to
adapt to fast changes and unknown perspectives of the future, and we
have probably all experiences some amount of uncertainty, unfamiliarity
and lack of knowing how to act properly in the situation.

These are some of the same feelings and challenges refugees and asylum
seekers face, when they arrive in a new country. They have up-rooted
themselves and perhaps their entire family, they have most likely taken risks
and faced dangers along their way, and they are now settling in a society,
which often is remarkably different from what they know.

As we are approaching summer, we are luckily all starting to feel our lives
returning to more known patterns, but perhaps we should take this
opportunity to recognize those feelings and acknowledge how others are
in this position more indefinitely.
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So, what are we taking with us?
As we are learning to adapt to the new reality, we are also becoming aware of how the consequences
of corona might affect the knowledge, we are teaching during this project. As our aim is to develop a
learning environment with modules on civic education aimed at migrants, we are dealing with topics
such as civic skills, cultural and social norms, and labour market.

These are areas that are all currently affected by the situation and it is yet unknown, how long some of
the changes will last or how our reality looks on the other side. For example, some experts claim that
we might never go back to using handshakes or kissing on the cheek, as it has been custom in our
respective countries. Also online meetings and remote work have become an expectation in some work
places.

This is something we will follow closely and will make sure is reflected in the final product of our PROM
PAR project, in order to guide refugees and asylum seekers through this situation with as much
information available as possible.

Adaptions must be made…
..and that has also been case for the implementation of the PROM PAR project. As the partners are
located in 5 different countries, we all operate under different circumstances and are differently
affected. One thing that is certain is, that we have not been able to meet in person since mid-March,
where travel was restricted into many European countries. The scheduled partner meeting in Vejle,
Denmark, at the end of March could not be completed and the partners had to conduct their work and
interaction on online platforms until further notice.

However, this has not delayed the projects deliverables, and we are working according to schedule to
have the online of the modules in place and a first version of the learning content ready late summer.

Results from the consultation with stakeholders

The first task of the project was to research the status of civic education for migrants in each country
and look into the needs and perspective of the stakeholders – in this case refugees and asylum seekers,
as well as the teachers and professionals working with them.

The research showed, that all countries in the partnership have some level of civic education in place in
their educational system, however when it comes to the education of migrants on the topic, there is in
most of the countries a lack of clear policies in place.

When it comes to methodology and teaching approaches, it seemed materials were available in the
countries, however there was a general tendency for them to be old-fashioned and based on
traditional class based lecturing.

A series of good practices of how it can be done was identified among the countries. In general there
was a need for materials that are engaging, participatory, foster inclusion and critical thinking.

The focus groups conducted within the project highlighted needs and wishes as stated by both the
migrants themselves and the stakeholders surrounding them, such as teachers and educators. They
showed a need for a pedagogy that was active and experiential and based on the life and job skills
that are essential to get by with success.

The main areas of needs which came up during this research process was:
Language barriers
Integration with local community and understanding the local culture
Access to information, legislation and rights
Labour market skills and abilities
Knowledge of social welfare system
Cultural orientation
Citizenship and active democratic participation
Improving soft skills
Gender roles

These topics were very valuable to the partners in order to identify the modules that will be central to
our online learning platform. We are tackling most of these in one form or the other, except language,
since this is not within the scope or resources of this project.

Read the full report HERE

PROM PAR online
Did you know that over the past month you were able to read about the TAKORAMA Film Festival
for children, fighting disinformation about corona-virus and an introduction to our project
coordinator, Glocal Factory, on our Facebook page?

If you do not want to miss out on any news like that in the future, make sure to go follow our page!

You can also now visit our website, where you can find details of the project, the partners and the
latest results produced by our project.

Visit prompar-civiceducation.eu/
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